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THE

VOTES and PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

‘Freesoipers and other INHABITANTS
) OF TH E
Town of BosTon,

In Town Meeting affembled,

Acconnmc"ro Law.
[ Publifbed by Order of the Town. §

To which is prefixed, as Introducory,

‘An attefted C;)py of a Vote of the Towd ,
- at a preceeding Meeting.
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B OST O N:¢
PrinTED BY EDES AnD GILL, 18 QUEEN-STREET)
AND ’T. AND J: FLERT, IN CORNMIGL,
- : . ,
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At a Megting of the Freebolders and other
<. Inbabitants of the Tewn of Bofton, duly
. Hall, an Wedngfiay the 28th of OBiober,
" X772 ; and from thence continued by Ad-
© journments to Monday the 24 of November
folowing.. e

It was moved,

: THAT a Committee of Correfpondence be
appointed, to confift of Twenty-one Per-
fons, “to ftate the Rights of the Colonifts, and
of this Province in particulat, as Men, as Chrif-
tians, and as Subjeds, ; to Communicate and
Publith the fame to the feveral Towns in this
Province, and -to the World, as the Senfe of
- this Town, with the Infringements and Viola-
,tions thereof that have been, or from Time
‘ta Time may be made ;-alfo ‘requefting of
cach Town a free Communication of their
‘Sentiments on this Subjet.”
| " Whereupon
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Whereupon the following Gentletaen were
nominated and appointed for the Purpofes
-aforefaid, to make Report to the Town as foon
as may be, viz. The Hon. James Otis, Efq;
Mr. Samuel Adams, Dr. Jofeph Warren, Dr.
Benjamin Church, Mr. William Dennie, Mr.
William Greenleaf, Jofeph Greenleaf, Efq; Dr:
Thomas Young, Mr. William Powell, Mr. Na-
thaniel Appleton, Mr.Oliver Wendell, Mt. Jobn
Sweetfer, Jofiah Quincy, Efq; Capt..JobnBrad-
Jford, Richard Boynton, Efq; Captain William
Mackay, Major Nathaniel Barber, Deacon
Caleb Davis, Mr. Alexander Hill, Mt William
Molineux, and Mr. Robert Pierpont, .

A'true Copy,

Atef.

WiLLiam CoopER, Town-Clerk,




At a Meeting of the Freebolders and other
Inbabitants of ;the Town of BosToON, duly
warned and affemibled inFaneuil- Hall accord-

" ing to Law,on Friday the 20th of November,
17727 then and there to recerve and alt

. .upon.the Report of a Committee appointed at
a former Meeting on the 2d of the fame
Month, and fuck other Things as might pro-
ggrb come under the.Confideratin of the

own. ,

TheHonorable JOHN HANCOCK, Efj ;
Being unanimoufly chofen Moderator,

The Chairman of faid Committee aégkainf-
- ed bim that be was ready fo make Re-
_ port, and read the fame as follows.

HE Comnmittec appointed by the Town

the fecond Inftant * to ftate the Rights

- of the Colonifts and of this Province in
particular, as Men, as Chriftians, and as
Subjeds ; to communicate and publifh the fame
B SN
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to the feveral Towns in this Province and to
the World, as the Senfe of this Town,- with
the Infringements and Violations thereof that
have been, or from Time to Time may
bemade. Alfo requefting of each Towna free
Communication of their Sentimerits on this
Subjed,”’——beg Leave to report. .
Firft, AState of the Rights of the Colonifts
and. of this Province in particular. -

Violations of thoft Rights.
. Thirdly, A Letter of Correfpondence with the

other Towns. .

Secondly, A Lift of the Tnfringemerits and

L Natural Rigbt; qf the Colong'_(i: as Men. .

Among the natural Rights of the Colonifts
are thefe : Firft; a Right to Life ; fecondly, to
~Liberty ; thirdly, to Property ; together with
the Right to fupport and defend them in - the
beft Manner they can.  Thefe are evidentBran-
ches of, rathér than Deduétions from theDuty
of Self:Prefervation, commonly called the firft
Law of Nature. |

Al Men have a Right to remain in a State
of Nature as long as they pleafe : And in Cafe
of intollerable Oppreffion, civil or religious, to
Jeave the Society they belong to, and ent¢r in-
to another. ' s g v

’ ‘When
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When Men enter into:Saciety, it is.by-va-
Juntary Confent ; .and they-have ia -Right to
dedsand gnd infitt vpon the ;Performance of
“fuch Conditions and previous Limitations as
forman cquitable original, Compad?.

‘Every natural Right, ot exprefly. given up,
or from the Nature of a-focial Compa& necel-
farily ceded, remains.

All pofitive and civil Laws, thould -conforin
-as far as poffible, to'the Law of naturalReafon
-and’ Equity. :

-As ncither ‘Reafon requires, nor 'rﬁeligibg
cpetntits the contrary, every Man living in or
-ontof a State of civil Society, has aRight peace-

-ably and quietly to worfhip Gop,-accordingto

the Di¢tates of his Confcience. _ '

 Juff and true Liberty, equal and gmpam:hl
Liberty” in Matters firitual and temporal, isa
Thing that all Men are clearly entided to, by

the eternal and immutable Laws of Gop.and

. Nature, as well as by the Law of Nations, and

all well grounded municipal Laws,. which muft -

have their Foundation in the former. .

In Regard to Religion, mutual Toleration in
the different Profeffions. thereof, is what all
good and candid Minds in all Ages have ever
pradticed ; and both by Precept and Example

B2 inculcated
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inculcated on Mankind : And it is now gene-
rally agreed among Chriftians, that this Spirit
of Toleration, in the fulleft Extent confiftent,
with the Being of Civil Society, “ is the chicf
chara@eriftical Mark of the true Church.”* In-
fomuch that Mr. Lock has afferted, and proved
beyond the Poflibility of Contradiction on any
folid Ground, that fuch Toleration ought to
be extended to all whofe Doétrines are notfub-
verfive of Society. The only Seés which he
thinks ought to be, and which byall wifeLaws
are excluded from fuch Toleration, are thofe
who teach Doé&rines fubverfive of the civilGo-

‘vernment under which they live. The Roman

Catholicks or Papifts are excluded, by Reafon
of fuch Doérines as thefe, * that Princes ex-
communicated may be depofed, and thofe they
call Hereticks may be deftroyed without Mer-
cy; befides their recognizing the Pope in foab-
folute aManner,in Subverfion of Government,
by introducing as far as poflible into the States,
under whofe Proteétion they enjoy Life,Liberty
and Property, that Solccifm in Politicks, Impe-
rium in Imperiot, leading direcly to the worft
Anarchy and Confufion, civil Difcord, War
and Bloodfhed.. : ' IR

The natural Liberty of. Man, by entering
into ‘Society, is abridg’'d or reftrain'd fo far
’ only

® Sce Lock’s Letters on Toleration.
‘t A Government within a Government.

-
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only as is neceflary for the great End of Socie-
ty, thebeft Good of the Whole. :

In the State of Nature, every Man is, under
Gop, Judge, and fole Judge, of his own
Rights, and of the Injuries done him: By en-
tering into Society, he agrees to an Arbiter or
indifferent Judge between him and his Neigh-
bours'; but he no more renounces his original
Right, than by taking a Caufc out of the ordi-
nary Courfe of Law, and leaving the Decifion
to Referees or indifferent Arbitrators. In the

laft Cafe he muft pay the Referces for Time and
« Trouble ; he fhould alfo be willing to pay his -
juft Quota for the Support of Government,the
Law and the Conftitution ; the End of which
is to furnifh indifferent and impartial Judges in
all Cafes that may happen, whether civil, eccle-
fiaftical, marine or military. '

“ The natural Liberty of Man, is to be free
“from any fuperior Power on Earth, and not to -
be under the Will or legiflative Authority of
Man ; but only to have the Law of Nature for
his Rule.”*

In the State of Nature, Men may, as the
Patriarchs did, employ hired Servants for the
Defence of their Lives, Liberties and Froperty ;-
and they fhould pay them reafonable Wages.

. Government .

® Locke on Government,
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Government was inflituted for the Purpofes of
common Defence ;. and thofe who hold the
Reins of Government have an equitable natu-
ral Right to an honorable Support from ‘the
fame Principle * that the Labourer is worthy
‘of his Hire”: But then the fame Community
which they ferve, ought to bethe Affeflors of
‘their Pay : Governors have no Right to feek
~-and take what they pleafe ; by this, inftead of
‘being content with the Station affigned them,
'that of honorable Servants ‘of the Society, they
- -would foon become abfolute Maflers, 5(/}01:
‘and Tyrants. Henee as a private Man has a
‘Right-to fay, what Wages he will give in his
private Affairs, fo has a- Community to deter-
mine what they will give and grant of their
"Subftance, for the Adminiftration of publick
Affairs. -And in both Cafes, more are ready
generally to offer their Service at-the propofed
and ftipulated Price, than are able and willing
to perform their Duty. I

In fhort, it is the greateft Abfurdity to fup-
-pofe it in the Power of one or any' Number of
Men, at the entering into Society, to renounce
their eflential natural Rights, or the Means of
‘preferving thofe Rights ; when the grandEnd of
civil Government from_the very Nature of its
Inftitution, is for the Support, Protecion and

. Defence of thofe very Rights : The principal -
of which as is before obferved, are Life, Lz'bcr%
an
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and Property. If Men through. Fear, Fraud
Jr Miftake, fhould in Terms renounce or give
~ up any eflential natural Right, the cternal Law
~ of Reafon and the grand End of Society, would
abfolutely vacate fuch Renunciation ; the Right
_to Freedom being the Gift of Gop ALMIGH-
TY, it is not in the Power of Man to alienate
this. Gift;and voluntarily. become a Slave. =

1L The Rights of the Colonifis as Chrifians,

Thefe may be beft underftaod by reading and -
carefully ftudying the Inftitutes of the great
Lawgiver and Head of the Chriftian Church :
which are to be found clearly written ahd pro-
mulgated in the New-Teffament. |

" By the A& of :the Britith ‘Parliament . com-
monly called the Toleration :A&, cvery Sub-
je&.in England, exceptPapifts, &c. was reftored
to, and re-cftablithed in, his natural Right to
worfhip Gob according to the Diftates of his
own Confcience. - And by the Charter of this
Province, it is granted, ordain’d and eftablith'd
{that is declared as an original Right) that there
fhall be Liberty of Confcience allow'd" in the
Worthip of Gop, to all Chriftians except Pa-
pifts, inhabiting, or which fhall iohabit or be
. refident within faid Province or Territory.*
Magna -Charta itfelf is in Subftance but a can-~
: e , ftrain’d

® Sec 1 Wm. snd Mary, -6t. 2. C. 18. and Mafluchuferts
Charter, : .
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ftrain’d Declaration, or Proclamation and Pro-
mulgation, in the Name of King, . Lords. and.
Commons, of the Senfe the latter had, of :their;
original, inherent, indefeazible nawfalnghts i+
as alfo-thofe of free Citizens. equally perdura-.
ble with the  other. That great Author, that
great Jurift, and even that Court Writer. Mr.
Juftice. Blackfione holds, that this Recognition
was juftly obtain’d of King John Sword in
Hand : Aod peradventure -it muft be.one -
Day Sword in Hand again refcued and preferv’d
from total Dcﬁru&xon and Obllvxon. -

L The Rngt: of the Colcm ifis as Subjc&s.

A Commonwealth or State is aBody polmck
or civil Society of Men, united together to pro-
mote their mutual Safety, - dnd. Profpemy, by ‘
Means of their Union.] ,,

" The aéﬁzlate Rights of Englithmen, and all
Freemen in or out of civil Society, are princi-
pally, perfonal Security, perfonal Liberty and
. private Property.

A!l Perfons born in the Britifh American
Colonies, are, by the Laws of Gop and Nature,
and by the common Law of England, exclufive

of all Charters from the Crown, well emu!edd
~an

4 Lord Coke's Inft. Blackflo1e’s Commentaries, V. 1. pa. 322,
the Bill of Rights and the A& of Settlemcm

1 See Locke and Vatel.
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and by A@ts of the Britifh Parliament are de-.
elared to be entitled, to all the natural, effential,
inherent and infeperable Rights, Libetties and
Privileges of Subjedts botn in Great-Britain, ot
within the Realm, Among thofeRights are the
Following ; which no Mab, or Body of Men;
confiltently with their own Rights as Men and
 Citizéns, or Members of Society, tan for thein-
felves give up, or take away from others.

g “u"r'i:;:;';‘,f.;'.'.::*
... Finft,  The firlt fondatmental pofitiveLaw of
all Commonwealths or States, is the eftablifh-

ing the Legillative Power: Ag, the firft funds;

sl il Ly ll, which » 10 goved
even the Legiflative Pawer itfell, is the Prefer-

C e [ A . e .
vation of the Society.”*

" Seccondly, The Legillddve has ho Right tq
abfoliite aibitrary Power over the Lives ;mﬁ
Fortunes of the Pedple: Not can Mottals af-
ume a Prerogative;not only too bigh for Men,
but for Angels ; dnd thereforé réferv'd tor the
Exercife of the Desty alonic. =~ -

 “Thé LegifMtive édhnor juftlyafitmeto itfelf,

d Povier t6 fule by extempore atbitraryDecrees?
but it is bound to fée thdt Juftice is diffenfed,
and thiv the Rights of the Subjects be dé:
¢ided; by promulgited; ftinding and Enown
C

Laws,

- 3 YNNI S o A‘:n; I S S
_ @ Fotke on Government, Salus Populi fn?rema Lex eftoa
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Yaws, and authorized independent Judges )
that is, Independent 4s far as poflible,of Prince
and- People. * There fhould be one Rule of
Jupice for-Rich and Poor ; for the Favourité
at Conrt, and the Countrynian at the Plough.”*

- Thirdly, The Supreme Power ¢annot juftly
take from any Man, any Part of his Property
without his Confent, ‘in Perfon or by his Re-
prefentative. -~ - S :

Thefe are fome of the firft Principles of ha-
tural Law and Juftice, and the great Barriers of
all Free States, and of the Britith Conftitution
- in particular. It is " utterly irreconcileable to
thefe Principles, and to many othet fundamen-
tal Maxims of the common Law; common
~ Senfe and Reafon, that a BritithHoufe of Com+

- mons, thould have a Right, at Pleafure, to .
give and grant the Property of the Colonifts.’
That thefe Colonifts dare well entitled to all -
the cflential Rights, Libetties and Privileges of
~ Meén and Freemeri, born in Britain, is mdnifeft,

not only from the Colony Charters in general,
but Aés of the Britith Parliament. - The Sta-
tute of the 13th of Geo. 2. c.7.naturalizes, event

oreigners after feven Years Refidence. The
Words of the Maflachufetts-Charter are thefe,
* And' further our Will and Pleafure is, and
we do hereby for Us, our Heirs dnd Succef~
fors, grant, eftablih and ordain, that all and
. S Cs evcri

. ,LO\:kQ;

[
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gvery of the Subje@ts of Us, our Heirs and
Succeflors, which fhall go to and inhabit with~
in our faid Province or Territory and every of
their Children which fhall happen to be borny,
there, or on the Scas in going thither, or - re-
turning from thence, fhall have and enjoy, all
Libertiessand Immunpities of free and natural
Subje&s within any of the Dominions of Us,
our Heirs and Succeflors, to all Intents, Con-
ftructions and Purpofes whatfoever, as if they.
and every of them were born within this oup
Realm of Epgland.” Now what Liberty can
~ there be, where Property is taken away without
Confent? Can it be faid with any Colour of
Truth and Jyftice, that, this Continent of three
Thoufand Miles in Length, and of a Breadth,
as yet uncxplored, in which however, it is fup-
pofed, there are five Millions of People, has the.
Jeaft Voice, Vote,or Influence in the Decifions,
of the Britith Parliament ? Have they, all to-
ether, any more Right or’ Power. to_return 2,
%mgle, Member to that Houfe of Commons,
who have, not inadvertently, but delibcrately,
aflumed a Power to difpofe of their Lives,* Li-
berties and Propertjes, than to. chufe an Empe-
ror of China! Had the Colonifts a Right tq
return Members to_the Britith Parliament, ig
wauld only be hurtful ; as from their local Si-
" - tuation.

8. See the AR of the lat Seffion relating to the Kingy Docks.

Yards,
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tnation. and Circumflances, it is impoffible they
fhould be gver truly and  properly 'fC.P.’focntcc;
gmcrc The Inhabitants of this Country, in all

robability, in a few Years, will be more nu-
merous, than thofe of Great Britain and Ire-
Jand together Yt § is aburdly expeded, by
the Promoters of the prefent Meafures, that
thefe, with™ their Poflerity to all Gererations,
fhould be' eafy, while their Property ﬂn_;ly be
difpof?i'df by a Houfe of Commons at Threg
Thoufand Miles diftance from 'them' ; and
who ‘cannot be fuppofed to have the leaft Care
or Concern for their ‘real Intereft : Who have
not only no ‘natyral Care for their Intereft,
but muft be in effect bribed agaiuft it ; as every
Burden they I3y on the Colonifls is fo much.
favedor gain'd to themfelves. Hitherto many of
the Colohifts have been free from Quit Rents;
but if" the Breath of a Britifh Houfe™ of Com-
mons, cin originate an A& for taking away
all our Money, our Lands will go next; or. be
fubje& to Rack Rents from haughty. and re-
Jentlels Landlords w’}:o‘ will ride at eale, while
we are trodden in the Dirt. “The Colonifts
have been branded with the odious Names of.
Traitors and Rebels only for complaining
of their Grievances : How long fuch Treat-
ment will, or ought to be born, is fubmitted.

A
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JE cannot hel thmlqng, ;hat an Eny-
meratjon of {gme of the moft open In-
{;un‘gemcnts of our Rights, will by every candid
crfon be {]udgcd fufficient o jultify whatever
Meafures have bccn alrcady taken, or may be
thought proper to be taken, in order ¢ ohta,qq.
a Redrcf é, the Grievances under which we
labour. Among many others, we humbly con-
ceive, that the followin will not fail to excite
.the Attcnuon of ‘all %:o confider themfelves
interefted in  the Happ inels and Freedom of
Mankind in'general, and of thls s Continent 38
Province'in ‘particylag.

- 1ft. The Bnntharhamem have affomed the
Powers of chtﬂatlon for the Colonifts in all
Cafes whatfoever, without obmnmg the Gon-
fent of the Inhabitants, which is ever effentially
neeflary to the rightful Eftablihment of fuch -
3 chantwc -

PR T T
by

- 2dly. They have exerted that affumedPower,
In raifing a Revenue in the Colonies without
their Confent ; thercby depriving them of that
Rxght whxch every Man has to kccp his own,

_ = Earnmgs
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farﬁing’s_ in his own Hands until he fhall, in-
erfon, or by his Reprefentative, think fit to
;‘art ‘with the Whole' or any Portion of it
_This Infringement is the more extraordinary,
When we confider the laudable Care which the
Britith Houle of . Commons have taken, to, re-
ferve Intirely and abfolutely to themfelves the
Powers of giving and granting Money. . They,
not only infift on driginating every Money Bill
1n their own Houfe, but will noteven allow the
Houle of Lords to make an Amendment in
thefe Bills. So tenacious are they of this Privi-
lege, fo jealous’ of any Infringement of the
Tble’ and abfolute Right the People have to
difpofe of their own Money. And what ren-
- ders this ln’fringcmcnt the more grievous is,
that ‘what of oyr Earnings ftill remains in oug
Hands is in a great meafure deprived of it’s
Value, fo long as the Britith Parliament con=
tinue to chim and exercife this Power of taxing,
us; for we cannot juftly call that our Property,
which others may, when they pleafe take away.
from us againft our Will.

* In this refpe® we are treated with lefs De-
cency and Regard than the Romans fhewed,
even to the Provinces which they had con-
" quered. They only determined upan theSuny,
which each fhould furnifh, and left every Pro-
vince tg raife it in thg Manner moft eafy and
convenient to themfelyes, =
| adly. A
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.. adly. A Number of hew Officers, unknown
In the Charter of this Province, have  been”
appointed to fuperintend this Reveriie; whereas
by our Chartet, the Great and General Court
or Allembly of this Province, has the fole Right
6f appointirg all Civil Officers, excepting only:
Tuch Officers, the cleétich and conftitution of
whot is, " in faid Charter, expreflsly éxcepted ;.
dmong whom thefe Officets are not inc uded. -

- ‘4thly. Thefe Officers aré by ‘thelf” Com-~ '
miffions invefted with Powers altogeibet un<
~ conftitutional, ‘anid entirely deftru&ivé to ‘that
Security which we have a right to chijoy ; ‘and
to the laft degre¢ dangerous, ndt cnly & ouf.
property, but 6 our lives: For the Commift
fioners of his Majefty’s Cuftoms it America;
or any three of ‘them, ate by their Commift
- fion' impowered, * by writing under their
bands and feals to conftitute-and appoint infe--
rlor Officers in all and fingular the Port within
“the Limits of their Commiffions:” Each of thef
petty officers fo made is intrufted with Power
* fnore abfolute and arbitrary than ought to be,
lodged in the hands of dny Man or Body of
Meh whatfoever'; forih the Comimiflion afore-
mentioned, his Majefty gives add grints unto
his faid Commiffioners, or any three of them,
- and to-all and etery the Collectors,. Deputy-
- €olledtors, Minifters, Servants, and all othet’
Officers ferving & attending in all and every the
' - ., 7 Porls
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Poits & othér Places Within the Limits of their
Commniffion, fill Powet and Authority, fronj
fiié to timé, at théir. or any of thelr Wills and
Pleafiirés, as well by Night as by Day, to enter
dhd Yo o Boafd any Ship, Boat, or other
w?ﬁ; riditig, lying, of being ;Wi&ia,, of com-
iﬁé 1iito; any Port, Harbout, cr‘?‘;k or Haved,
Wi

within ¢hé fimits of their Commiffion ; 4nd alfo
in the ddy-time 5 go into atiy Houle,. Shop;
Cellar, or any other. Plice, whete 4ny Goods,
Wares or Merchandizes lie concealed, or are i/
pected tolie concealed; wherebf the cuftoms and
gther ﬁu;ibs,havlq not,been, or thall not be, duly
paid and truly fatisfied; anfwered ot paid. unto
the Colleftors, Deputy-Collestors;. Miniftersy
Setvints; and other Officets relpectively, ot
- btherwife agreed for ; and.the faid ;Houfey
Shop, Warchoufe; Gellar; and’ other Place: to
fearch and furvey; and all and evéry:the Boxes;
Trunks, Chefts and Packs theti and there found
to break open.” . . .

't ouf Houles, and evén, otf Bed-Cham2
bers; are expofed to be ranfacked, our Boxes,
Truhks and Chefts bioke open, ravaged 4nd
- plundéred, by Wretches,whom no prudentMan
would Vefitire to empldy éven asmenialServants;
whétiévér they are plealed to fay they figpelt
there aré in the Houfe, Wéfé§,~8{é fgf which
the Duties have not been paid. Flagrant ins
ftances of the wanton exercife of this _Péxét.j

' ) @ave
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haVc frcqucnely l\ pmedi in thls &nd e;BeQ
{eaport - Towns. J} this we arc’ ciut off from
that domeftic feeuriey which renders the Lives
of the ft unbappy i fome meifure agreeable,
Thefe Officers may upder color of Law and
the cloak of a geheral wagrant, break through
the fac;;d Rxghts of the Domicil, ranfack Mens
Houfes, deftroy their Seciirities, carry off their
- Property, and w;th lm;le Danger to thcmfclvcs
»comrmt thc mo(f homd Murdcrs,. ’

And we comp}am of jt as a furthci‘ Gricv
vaice, that nopwithflariding by the Charter of
‘this~ Province; “the Goyemo* ahd the. Grcar,
and General Cpurt of Affémbly of this province
“or Tcrrlto,ry, for the'time’ bcmg, thall have full
f‘sovvcr and’ authonity, “ffom, time, to ‘time, to
‘make, ordain and effablith aH mannet of whole-

‘fome anid - resfonable [dws, Orders, Stamtcs, '

ard Ordinances, ' Dire@ions -and’ Iﬂﬂtru{hconsg

and that jif the fame fhall nos within the. term

f three ycgr; after Rreﬁentmg the famc to his
g’]g c y in Prlvy Counc;t be dxfallowed they
consinue in full fpice and eflet,
qnn,l th:?;mc thall b¢ I ‘gqﬂcd by tl;c Grcat
_and Geperal Affembly o
. the Parlismgent of Gr¢at-Hrttam have rendered,
. 9&' attcmptcld to render, null and vouf, a Law
. of this province, made inql pachd ifi the chgn

- Qf his fate Ma_]Cﬁ)'Glege the Firft, intituled;’

Ab Aé’c ftating thc:gccs of the Cuftom- Houfc

Oﬂiccl‘s :

this. province : Yet
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Officers within. this province,! and by meer dint
of power,-in violation of the Charter aforefaid,
cftablifhed other and exorbitant Fegs, for the
fame Officers ; any Law, of the province, to the
contrary notwithftanding. - - .~ - .. oo
~ gthly. Fleets and Armies have been intro-
‘duced to fupport thefe unconflitutional Officers
in colle@ing and magaging this nnconftitutional
Revenue ; and Troops:havé. been quartered in
this Metropolis for that purpofe.” Introducing
and. quartering  Standing Armies . in a, frec
- Country jn times of Peace, without the con-
fent of -the People either by, themfelves or by
.their Reprefentatives; is, and always has been
‘deemed, a violation of their Rights as Freemen;
.and of the Charter or Compa& made between
“the King.of Great Britain and the People of
this Province, whereby all theRights of Britith
Subje&s are confirmed tous.. . - ',

- 6;liiy.‘vThc Revettte ariﬁﬁg from this Tax

unconftitutionally laid, and committed to the

management of Perfons’ arbitrarily appointed
“and fupported by arf drmed Force quartered in

*a free City, has been in part applied 1o the

" moft deftrutive purpofes. - It is abfolutely nes
“ceffary .in a mixt Government, like that of this
Provitice, that a "due propottion’ or “balance of

. * Power fhould be eftablifhed among the feveral
* Branches “of the Legiflative. - Our Anceftors

- 7 reccived
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Teceived 'ﬁ'qm"liihg Witliarh and QueenMarya

Charter, by which it was underftood by both.
*Parties in the contrat, thatfuch a proportion or
balance was fixed ; and therefore eyery thing
which renders any one Branch of the Legiflative
more independent of the other two than it was
originally defigned, is analteration of -the Con-
ftitution-as fettled by the Charter; and-as it has
been, uggil the eftablithment of this Revenue,

the conftant practice of the general Aflemblyto

provide for the fupport-of Government, fo it

is an eflential part of our Conftitution, as it is -

a neceffary means of preferving an Equsfibrium,
without which we.cannot continue a freeState.

In particular it has always been held, that the
dependence \of the Governar of this Province
upon the General Aflembly for hisfupport, was

neceflary fortheprefervation of this Equi/ibrium ;.

neverthelefs his Majefty has been pleafed to ap-

ply Fiftéen Hundred Pounds Sterling annually,

out of the American Revenue, for the fup~
port of the Governor of this Province indepen-
* dent of the Aflembly ; whereby theanclent con-

nection between him and thisPeople is weaken-
ed, the Confidence in the Governor leffencd,.
the Equilibrium deftroyed, and the Conftitution

effentially altered. S
And we look upon it highly probable, from
the beft intelligence we have ‘been able to ob+
tain, that not only our GovernorandLieuterians
Lo D2 ‘Governer,
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Governor; but'the }udgéi‘bf theSuperior Court |
of Judicagure, as alfo the King's Andrney and
Solicitor General ae’ to receive their Support
from this grievous tribite,. This will, if accom-

plifli'd, conipleat dur Slayery: For if Taxes are
‘tobe raifed frem us by ¢he Parliament of Great

Britain ‘without our confent, and the Men on
whafe opinions and decifiohs our Propertics,

- Liberties, and Lives,in 4 geeat meafurg depend,
. Teceive theirSupport from thie Revenucs arifing

froai thefe Taxes, we cannot, when' 'we thinl
on thedepravity of mnkind, avoid looking with

hortor on the danger to which we are expoled. .|

"The Britifh Parliament havefhewn theirwifdom
in making the Judges there as independent as
Fomme both on the Prince and People, bath

ot place and fuppért: Bit our Judges hold

 their commiflions only during pléafure ; 'the

granting them Saliries out ‘of “this Revenué is
fendéring ‘them dependént on the Crown for
their fapport. ' ‘Fhie King, upen ‘his firft accel- +
fion to the Throne; Yor fiving the laft Hand'eo
ike independency of the Judges in Englapd,
not buly upon hirfélf but his fucceffors, by re~
¢ommending and confenting to an A& of Par-

. Hament; by which the' Judges are continued in’

office, ‘notwithftahding * the  demife’ of the
King, which ' vacates “all other ' Commiffion,
was applatided by the whole Nation. How
glarming therefare muft it be to the inhabitants

&f this province,to find o widea differencemade
L Y T A LR S

between
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Between the fubjedts in Britain and ~Ametica,
as the rendering the Judges here altogether de-
 pendent oh the Grown for their fupports

. 7thly. We find outlelves greatly oppreffed
by Inftru&tions fent to our Governor from the
Court of GreatBritain ;whereby the firft branch
of our legiflature  is made meerly-a minifterial
Engine. And theProvince has already felt fuch
effecs from thefe inftruétions, as we tEiﬂk,juﬂJy
_ intitle vs to fay,that they threaten an entire de-
firu&ion of our Liberties; and muft foon, if not
check’d, render every branch of ourgovernment |
. a ufclefs burthen upan the peaple.” We fhall
point out fome of the alarming effe@s of thelc
inftru®ions which, have already taken’ p{acc.
. In confeguence of inftru&ions; the Governor
has cilledand adjournedour Geheral Affemblies
to a'place highly inconvenjent to the Members
and greatly difidvintageounsto the itwerelt-of the
province, evenagaiaft hisowndeclared Intehtion.
* " In confequernice of inftriiétians, the Aflembly
has been prorogired from time Yo ‘tithe, ‘when
thé importint ‘concerns of the Piovince re-
. quired their meeting. = S
. In obedience to inftrictions the Genera}
Aflembly was Anno 1763 diffolved by Gover-
nor Bernard, becaule they would not ¢onlent,
.. o refcind the Refolution of a_former Houfe, and
thereby facrifice theRightsof their Conftituents,”
the v T L. BT S gy
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-8By snInftru&ion, the honorable hisMajefty’s
-Ceuncil are forbid to meeét and tranfa&® matters
of publick cqncern as a council of advice to the
Governor, unlefs called by the Governar ; and

if they ‘fhould from a zéalous regard to the

* Intereft of the province fo meetat any time, the
Governor isordercd to negative them at thenext
Ele&tion 6f*Councejlors. And although by the
Charter of this province the Great and General
Court haveé full power and authority to impofe
Taxes upon the Eftates and perfons of all and

, ‘every the proprictors' and inhabijtants of this
province, yet the Governor has been forbidden
to give his confent to an aé impofinga Tax for
the peceflaryfupport of government, unlefs fuch
per{ons as were pointed out in the faid inftruc-
tion, were exempted from paying their juft

proportion of faid Tax,

- "'His Excellency has alfo pleaded inftructions.
for giving .up the provincial Fortrefs, Caftle
William, into the hands of Troops, over whom
~* heébad declared he had no controul (and thag -
at-a time when they were menacing the
flaughter of the inhabitants of the town, and
our {treets were ftain’d with the blood which
they had barbaroufly fhed.) Thus our Go-
rvernor, appointed and paid from Great-Britain
with Money forced from us, is ‘made an in-
~ firument of totally pfeventing, or at leaft of
yepdering futile, every attempt of the- other
) . | two

-
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two .branches of  our- Legiflative in . favowr
of a difirefled and wronged people : And left
the complaints naturally occafioned by fuch -
oppreflion fhould excite compaffion "in. the .
royal Breat, and induce kis ‘Majefty feris
oufly to fet about relicving us from' the ¢ruel
Bondage and Infults which we, his loyal Subs
jeéts, have fo long fuffered, the Govemnor is fot-
bidden to conferit to the payment of an‘Agent
to reprefent our grievantes at the Cours ofGteat
Britain, unlefs. he, the Governor, confent to his
Ele&ion;and we very well know what the Ma#
muft be to whofe appointment a Governor, in
fuch circumftances, will confent.. .. "
' While we are mentioning the Infringe-
tnents of the Rights of this'Cgfony‘ in particulat
by means of Inftruétions, we cannot help calling
‘to remembrance the late unexampled Sufpen-
-fion of theLegiflative of a Sifter Colony, l\iwx
Yurk, by force of an Inftru&tion, until they
thould comply with an arbitrary a& of .the
Britith Parliament, for quartering Troops, de-
- figned, by military execution, fo enforce the
‘raifing of a tsibute. .

" 8thly. The extending the powet of theCourts
.of Vice-Admiralty to fo enormous a degtee, as
_deprives the people in the colonies, in'a great
‘tacafure, of their inc@imable right to trials &y
B . - Juries ;

- -
- . ~



( %45

Faried ; which Bag ever been juftly coifidered
as the grand- Buiwark znd Secumty of Eaghﬁi
fropeny ' , :
“This alone is fuﬁ'icxem to roufe qur ]caloufy'
And wg are again obhgcd to take notice of the
rgm;rkaﬁk contraft, whlch the Britifh parha-
ment: havc bccn plcai‘gd to exhibir hetween thé
:mh ¢&s_in Great-Britiln ‘and. the Colomes.
(:im; Statgt;‘, ‘by which thiey give up t0
xhg ﬁpn of' one cPcndcnt ;ntcxeﬁed Jud e
of Admlra,lty the eﬂates and propcmes of thc
Colonijfts, thq exprefsly guard the efhitcs and
properties” of . the People of Great-Britdin ;
For all forfeitiites amdP penaltics inflicted by

thc ftatute of the.fourth of Gcor%e the third,
or any othef‘ A&  of P,arllamcnt re atuc to the
Tradé of the- Colo_mqs, may be (ﬁcq for in anﬁ

Coirt of Admiralty In thie Colori¢s; but a
enaltiesind forfeitures which Ihallbc mcurrcgl
‘ f Creéat-Btitaip, may be fyed for'id any of
h;s Majcﬁy s Courts of Record i in 1 Weftminftet,
or in the Court of Exchc uer in Scotiand, fe-
fpc&ivcly Thus our Blrthnghfs are taken
¥rom us’; and that 100" with every mark of in-
- diguity, infult and contempt.  We thay Be hat-
rglfed and dragged from one parc of the Con-
tinent to the other (whxch fomc of our Bre-

‘thren heré and in’ “the countty towns already
have been) and ﬁnﬂl be deprived of our wholy
prOpcrty,”by the ﬁfonfrary detcrmina‘uoﬂ of otfe

‘biiffed; capticious ]udgc of the Admiralty.

9thly




- - othly. The teftraining us from erecting
. Slitting-Mills.for manufadturing out {ron the
_natural produce of thisCountry, is an Infringe-
_ment ofp that Right with which God and "va-
ture have invefted us, to make ufe of our fkiil
. and induftry it procuring the neceflaries and
conveniencies of Life. And we look upon the
* Reftraint laid upon the Manufa&ure and Cranf-
.portation,of Hats.to bealtogether unreafonable
_and grievous.  Although by the Charter all
Havens, Rivers,. Parts, . Waters, &c. are ex-
., prefsly granted theInhabitants of the Province
+ and their Succeflors, to their only proper ufg
. and behoof forever, yet the Britifh Parliament
. pafled an a&, wherteby . they reftrain us from
carrying our Wool, the produce of our own
Farms; even over a Ferry ; whereby the Inha-
 bitants have often been put to the expence of
_carrying a Bag of Wool near an hundred miles
by-land, when pafling over-a River or Water
_.of one'quarter-of a mile, of which the province
_.are_the abfolute. proprietors, would have pre-
- veated all that trouble.

- 1othly. The A& paffed in the laft Seffion
of the Britith Parliament, intituled, .4n AF
*_for the better preferving his Majefty's Dock-
" Yards, Magazines, Ships, Ammunition and
Stores, is, as we apprehend, a violent Infringe-
. men of our Rights. By this A&, any one of
- us may be takeh from hisFamily, and carriedto
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. any part of Great-Britain, there to be tried,
~whenevér it fhall be pretended that he has been
concerned in burning or otherwife deftroying
. any Boat or Veflel, or any Materils for build-
ing, &c. any naval or victualling Store, &c.
belonging to his Majefty. For by this A& all
Perfons in the Realm, or in any of the Places
~ thereto belonging (under which Denomination
we know the Colonies are meant to be in-
cluded) may be indicted or tried either in any
County or Shire within this Realm, in like
manner and formas if the Offence had been
committed in faid County, as his Majefty and
~ his Succeffors may deem moft expedient. Thus
we are not only deprived of our grand Right
- to Trial by our Peers in the Vicimity, but any
perfon fufpeted, or pretended to be fufpeéted,
may be hurried to Great-Britain, to take his
~Trial in any County the Kitig or his Succeflors
- fhall pleafe to diret ; where, innocent or
guilty,he is in great danger of being condenn-
ed ; and whether condemned or acquitted,
he will probably be ruined by the Expefice
attending the Trial, and his long Abfence from
~ his Family and buﬁnefs ; and we have the
ftrongeft reafon to apprehend | that we fhall foon -
expericnce the fatal Effects of this A&, as
about the Year 1769, the Britith Parlla-, '
‘ment paffed  Refolves for taking up 2
number of perfons in the Colonies and ' catry-
~ ing them to Great-Britain for ‘trial, prctcnd’hng
‘ that
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that they were authorifed fo to do,by a Statute
paffedin theReign of Henry theEighth,in which
they fay the Colonies were'included, although -
the A& was pafled long before any-Colonies
were fettled, or even in contemplation. :.

. 11thly, As our Anceftors came over to this
Country that they might not only enjoy their
civil but their religious Rights, and particularly
defired to be freed from the Prelates, who in
thofe times cruelly perfecuted all who differed
in fentiment from. the eftablithed Church ; we
cannot fee without concern, the various at-
tempts which have been made, and are now
making, to eftablith an American Epilcopate.
Our Epifcopal brethren of the Coloniesdoen-
joy, and rightfully ought ever to enjoy, the
free exergife. of their Religion ; but as an
American Epifcopate is by no means eflential
to that free exercife of their Religian, we can-
not help fearing that théy who are fo warmly
contending for fuch an Eftablifhment, have
Views altogether inconfiftent with the yniverfal
and peaceful enjoyment of our Chriftian privi-
leges ; And doing or attempting to do any
thing which has%ven the remotelt tendency ta
endanger this Enjoyment, is juftly looked upon
a great Grievance, and al(o an Infringement of
our-Rights ; which is not barely to exercife,but
peaceably and fccurely to enjoy, that Liberty
with which CHRIST hath made us free.

- K2 | And
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. And we are further of Opinion, that no
Power onEarth canjultly give either temporal or
. fpiritual Jurifdi&ion within thisProvince, éxcepi
the Great & General Court. We think there-
fore that cvery defign for eftablithing theJurifs
diction of a Bithop in this Province,is a defign
both againft our civil and religious Rights <
" And we are well informed, that the more can-
did & judicious of our Brethren of theChurch
of Eng{'an'd in this and the othet Colonies,both
Clergy and Laity, conceive of the effablifhing
an American Epifcopate both unneceflary and
unreafonable. -

rathly. ‘Another Grievance under which
we labour is, The frequent Alteration of the
Bounds of the Colonies by Decifions before
the King and Council, explanatory of former
Grants and Charters. This not only fibjefts
Men to live under a Conftitution to which they
have not confented, which in itfelf is a great
Grievance ; but moreover under Color,that the
Right of Soil is affe@ted by fuch Declara-
tions, fome Governors, or Minifters, or both in
Conjuné&ion, have pretended go grant in Con-
fequence of a Mandamus many Thoufands of
Acres of vacant and appropriated Lands near a
Century paft, and rendered valuable by the
Labors of the prefent Cultivators and their
Anceftors.  There are very notable In-

~ftances of Settlers, who having firft purchafed
' - the
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the Soil of the Natives, have at confiderable
Expence obtained Confirmations-of. Title-from.
this Province; and, on being tfansfer'd to the'
gurifdié‘tion of theProvince of New-Hampfhire,

ave been put, to the Trouble and Goft of 3
mew Graot er Confirmiation from: therice:; and:
after all this,there has.been a third Declaration
of the Royal Will; that -they fhou'd thence-
forth be confidered as pertaining to the Pro-
vince of New-York. The Troubles, Expences
and Dangers which Hundreds bave been put
to oh fuch Okcafions, catmot here be recited ;
but fo much may be faid, that they have been
moft cruelly harraffed,and evepthreatened with *
a military Force,to dragoon them into a Com-

pliance with the moft unreafonable Demands.
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- B AER AN N - N S

A LETTER of Correfpondence, to the

- other Towns,

-BosToN, Navember 20, 1772,

*+ GENTLEMEN, °
"k 7E, the Freeholders and other Inhabitants
of Bofion,in Town-Meeting duly affem-
bled, according to Law, apprchending there is.
abundant Reafon to be alarmed that thePlan of
Defpotifm, which the Enemies of our invaluable
Rights have concerted, is rapidly haftening to
a completion, can no longer conceal our im-
patience under a conftant, unremitted, uniform
Aim to inflave us, or confide in an Adminiftra--
tion which threatens us with certain and ine-
vitable deftruion. But, when in Addition to
the repeated Inroads made upon the Rights and
Liberties of the Colonifts, and of thofe in this
Province in particular, we reflet on the late
extraordinary Meafure in affixing Stipends, or
Salaries from the Crown to the Offices of the
) : Judges
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~Judges of the Superior- Court of Jadicature,
~making them niot only intirely independent of
- the People, whofe Lives and Fortunes are fo
much in theit Power; but abfolutely dependent
- on the Crown, (which may hereafter be wotn
by a Tyrant) both for their Appointment and
Support, we cannot but be extremely alarm’d
* at the mifchievous Téndency of this Innovation;
- which, i our Opition is dire&tly contrary -to |
~+ the Spirit of the Britith Conftitution, pregnant
* with innumerableEvils,& hath a dire@Tenden-
* cy to deprive us of every thing valudble asMen,
“as Chriftians, and ‘as Subjeéts, entitled, by the
Royal Charter, to all the Rights, Liberties and
Privileges of native' Britons. Such being the
critical State of this Province, we think it our
* Duty on' this truly- diftrefling Occifion, to atk
you,” What cdn withftand the Attacks of mere
‘Power ? What can preferve the Liberties of the
- Subje&, when the Bartiérs of the Conftitution
" arc taken away ! The Town of Baflon, con-
~ fulting on the Matter abovementioned, thought
~ proper to make Application -to the Governor
by a Committee ; requefting his- Excellency to
- communicate- fuch Intelligence 4s' he might
- have received, relative to the Report of the
Judges having their Support independent of the
" Grants of this Province, a Copy of which you
- have herewith in Paper No. 1.* To which we
_ received as Anfwer the Paper Nog 2.1 The
® Sex Appendix, No.s. ¢ 1 See Appexdik,No.a. =

L3
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_Town on farther . Deliberation, thoughe it ad-
-vifeable torefer the.Matter g0, the *Great .and
Gengral Aflembly ;.apd accordingly in-a fecond
Addrefs,as No. 3.-1 . they requefted his Excel-
Jency that'the General Coutt -might convene
-at the Time to which- they .then ftood pro-
togued ; to-which the Town received the Reply
~as inN% 4..§ in-which -we are acquainted with
- his, Intentions fugther to.jprorogue, the General
- Aflemblywhich has fince, taken Plage, -Thus,
- Gentlemen, it is evident his Excellency declipes
.-giving the leaft Satisfadtion as to the Matter.in
- Regueft, :The Affair being of public Goncern-
ment, the Town jof .Beflen thought itineceflary
- to confulp with their. Brethren throyghout the
Province ; and . for - this Purpofe-appointed, a
Committee, to communicate.with. qur Fellow
- Sufferers, refpecing;this. recent Inftance of @p-
preflion,-as.well as.the,many other Violatiqns
of our Rights under:which we have . groaned
for feveral Years paft—This . Committee have
_ briefly recapitulated ~the. {fenfe: we,have.of .qur -
- invaluable Rights, as Men, as Chriftians, and, as
. Bubjed@s ; ,aad -wherein, we .conceive - thofe
- Rights : to, have been violated,. which. we are
. defirous-may be. laid before your Town, that
. the Subje® may be weighed as its Importance
_requires, and the colletted wifdom of the
_ whole Pegple, as far as poflible, be . obtained,’
. on a deliberation of fuch great and lafting mo-

ment
1 See Appendix, No. 3. § Seg Appendix, Ne. 4.
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faent s to Itvolveia it the Fate of all our Po-
ferity.—Great Pains hds been tuken 1o~ pers
fwade the Britifh Adminiltration to think; that
the good: Péople “ of this Province ini general
are quiet-and undiftutbed at the late Meafures ;
and that: amy Unesfinefs that appears, arifcs
only from a few fadtious defigning and . dif-
affe@ted Men. + This renders- it the mofe necef*
fary, that tHe fenfe of - the Pdople: fhiduld be
explicitly déclared.<<A! fred 'Cottiunication of
yout 'Sentiments' to -this Town, of -obri com:
mon’ Danger, is earneltly folicited ‘and -will be
gratefully redeived.: ‘If.you  concur:: with b
in Opinion; that ourRights'are properly flated,
and' that the feveral: Acts of Parligrment, ‘and
Meafures of Adminiftration, pointed owt by ws,
are fubverfive of thefe Riglits, you' wh I doube-
lefs think-it of the utimoft Importince that we
ftand fifnt a5 one Mah), to recover 4nd fuppor
them'; and to take fucH Mealured, by dirc&ing -
. our Reprefentatives, or otherwife, as’ your Wif-
dom and Fortitude fhall dictate, to refcue from
impedding Ruin eut happy amd gloricus Con-
ftirution.:  Bue if it thould be thé gengral Vioice
“of this Proviriee, thar thie Riglits,” as' we liave
ftated: theth,do not belong to ws ; or, that:the
- feveral Méafures of Adminiftration in the Britith
Court, are ho Violations: of - thefe Rights ;- or,
that if they dare thus violated or infringed, they
are not worth contending for, ' of refolutely
marntatning ; ————-fhould this: be the general -
' F Vooice
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. Voice of the Provinct, we muft be refigned to
our wretched Fate’; -but fhall forever .lament
the Extin&ion of that generous Ardor for
Civil and Religious Liberty, which in the Face
of every Danger, and ¢ven Death itfelf, induced
our -Fathers, to forfake the Bofom of their:
Native Country,and begin a Settlement on bare
Creation,—But we truft this cannot be the
Cafe : We are fure your Wifdom, your Regard
to Yourfelves and the rifing Generation, can+
not fuffer you to doze, or fet fupinely indiffe-
rent, on the brink of . Deftruéion, while the
Iron Hand of Oppreffion is daily tearing the
the choiceft. Fruit from :the fair Tree of Li-
berty, planted by our worthy Predeceflors, at
_ the Expence of their Freafure, and abundantly
water’d with their Blood.—It is an obfervation
of an’ eminent Patriot, that a People long in-
‘ured to Hardfhips, loofe by Degrees the very
notions of Liberty ; they look -upon . them-
. felves, as Creatures at Mercy, and that all, Im+
pofitions laid on, by Superior Hands, are legal
and obligatory.——But thank Heaven this
is not yet verified in America! We' have
-yet fome Share of public Virtue remaining :
‘We are not ‘afraid of Poverty, but difdain
_Slavery.—T he Fate of Nations is fo precarious,
and Revolutions in States fo often take Place at
~ an unexpcted Moment, when the Hand of
Power, by Fraud or Flattery, has fecured every
_Avenue of Retreat, and the Minds of the Sub-
S ) ‘ ; jc&




{3 )

~jé&t debafed 'to its Purpofe; that it becomes
-every Well-Wifher to his Country, while it has
‘any Remains ‘of ‘Freedom,’ to' keep .an Eagle
'Eye upon every Inovation ard Stretch of Power,
*in thofe that have the Rule over us. A secent
Inftance of this-we: have in.the late Revolutions
in Sweden ; by which the Prince, once' fubjeét
to the Laws of the State, has been able of a
fudden, tq declare himfelf an abfolute Monarch.
. The Sweeds were. once 2, free, martial and va-
liant People : TheirMinds are now fo debafed,
-that they even rejoice at:being. fubjec; to, the -
Caprice and arbitrary Power of a Tyrant, and
kifs theirChains. It makes us fhudder to think, -
the late Meafures of Adminiftration may be pro-
du&ive of the like Cataftophe ; which Hcaven
forbid ! Let us confider Brethren, we are
ftrugling for our beft Birth Rights and Inheri-
tance ; which being infringed, renders all our
~ Bleflings precarious in their Enjoyments, and

“confequently trifling in- their Value. Let us
difappoint the Men, who are raifing them{elves
on: the Ruin of thisCountry.. Let us eonvince
every Invader of our Freedom, that we will
be as free as the Conftitution our Fathers re-
. coganized, will jultify. :

The foregoing Report ewas twice read diflinitly, and
amended in the Meeting. And then the Queftion was
put, Whether the fame be accepted ? And pajed in the
Affirmative, Nem. Con, '

A true Copy,
Attft, .

WILLIAM COGCPER, Town Cleri.
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Upon aMotion- made, Vated; Thit the fors-
-going Proceedings be attefted by the Town-
Clerk, and printed in 2 Pamphlet ;and that the
Committee be defired to difpofe of Six Hundred

- Copies thereof to the Scledtmen of the Towns

in the Province, and fuch ot.ber Gcntlemen as
thcy {hall thmkﬁt IR \

: Voted T hat thc ’Town-Clcrk Jbe &?ré&ed to
ﬁfér& the foregoing Letter, and: Forwgra as many
‘the fame to the Sele@tmen of each - Fown

" "in this Province, as thc Coxmmm; thall jud %e
B P’GPCY, and disedt.’ S

Ztagll.,.

Wiirtam Coorer, Town-Clerk.

R 4
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“The MESSAGE: of the-Fown of BOSTON
e .ﬂwﬁhﬁ%ﬁ‘%ERNQﬁf?’ o
" May. it pleafe your .Ex(}'dkﬂéy,;";v"f.\ o
Y HE Frecholders and other 'IQhabitan;s
A of the Town of Boffon,legally aflembled
in Faneuil-Hall, beg Leave to acquaint your
Excellency, that & Repert-has prevailed, which
_ they have reafon to apprchend is well ground-
1ed, that Stipends are atlixed - to the Offices of
the Judges of the Superior Court of Judica-
- ture, &c. of this Province, whereby they are
_become Independent of the Grants of the Ge-
neral Affembly for their-Support ; contrary to
ancient and invariable Ufage. This Report has
fpread an Alarm among all confiderate perfoss
who have heard of it in Town and Country ;
“being viewed, as tending rapidly to compleat
the Syftem of their Slavery ;- which originated
in the Houfe of Cammons of - Great-Rritain,
~ afluming a Power and Authority, to give and
grant the Monics of the Colonifts without
their Confent, and againft their repeated Re-
monftrances. And, as the Judges hold their
Places

i
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Places during Pleafure,- this Eftablithment - ap-
pears big with fatal Evils, fo obvious that it is
needlefs to trefpafs on your Excellency’s Time
in mentionigg - thdm? SR

. It is therefore the humble and earneft Re-
queft of the Town, thatyour Excellency would
be pleafed -to inform them, Whether you have
received any fach Advice, relating to a Matter
fo decply Interefting tb the Inhabitants of this
Province, which gives you Affurance that fuch
an Eftablifhment has been, or is’likely, to
be made.’ .’ - R

|

L Remwy

The GOVERNOR’s ANSWER:to the
- ' .. foregoing MESSAGE.
. GENTLEMEN, '~ =
. JT is by no Means progqrifo,r ne to lay before
4 the Inbabitants of any Town whatfoever, in
 Conjequence of their Votes and Proceedingsin a
Town-Meeting, any Part of my Corre[pandence
-as Governor of the Province, or. to acquaint them
-whether I -have or have not received any
Advices relating to the public Affairs of the
-Government. -This Reafon alone, if your Ad-
.drefs to me bad been in other Refpelts unexcep-
_tionable, would bave been fufficient to refirain . -
e from complying with your Defire.




AAPPENDIX 39

I fball afways be ready to gratify.the Inba- .
bitants of the Town of. Boftdn, upon cvery regu-
lar Application to me 'on: Bufinefs: of . public
Concernment to the Toiv, . as far as I fhall
bave it inmy Power confifient with Fidelity to
tbc ‘Tngl? which his Majefly bas repofed. in se.

<« T. HU TCHINSON
Province- Houfc, 30 O&. 1772, < -
* To the Inbabztant.r of the Town . "

~ of Bofton .in Town-Meeting . . °
qﬂ::mblcd at-Faneuil-Hall. ~»J:! L

l
N

(No HI )

t Thc PETITION of 'the TOWN to the
GOVERNOR. ‘'

. 'The PETITION of the Frceholdcrs and othct
Inhabitants of the Town of: Boflon, legally
afflembled by Adjournment in . ancad-'ﬁtzll
on Friday O&ober 30, 1772« 1 = i

Humbly fbeweth,” -

! I YHAT your Petitioners “afe jz’xll grcady
- alarmed -at.the Report -which has been
prevalent of late, viz. That §tipends are affixed
to the Offices of the Juidgesof ;the Superior
Court of Judicature of this Province, by Order

of the Crown, for their Support L
Such an Effablithment is contrary, not only
to the plain and obvious Sepfe of - the Charter
of this Province, but alfo to fome of the, fun-
damental
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damental Principles:of the Comman Law ;! to
the Benefit. of which; all Britith Subjects, where-
ever-difperfed - throughout the Britith Empire,
are indubitably intided. . . . . .
- Such @ Jealoufy have:the Subjeds .of Eng-

land for their Rights, Libertiés ‘and Privileges,

and. fo tendet a Regard hias been fhown to
them by his Majefty, that notwithftanding the

Provifion made at. ,the"Rcvgolliti'ori', that the

Judges of the King’s Superior Courts of Law
there, fhould hoid ‘.th‘eil‘,bommi_ﬁi‘o;l‘s, not at
Pleafure, but during good Behaviour, and fince
that Time for their Support, His Majctty,
among other the firft: A&s’ of his Reign, was
gracioufly ;pleafed to recommend it to Parlia-

ment,and an A& pafled, that their Commiflions

fhould not ceafe at the Demife of the King ;
wherebyevery thing poflible in human Wifdom
feems'to have Heer done, to eftablifh an Im-
pattialtty in their Decifions, not only between
Subje&t and Subje&, but between the Crown
and the Subje&. Of how much greater
Importance muft it be to preferve from the
leaft fuppofeable Bias; the Judges of a Courr,
invefted by the Laws of this . Province, which
have ;been ‘approved of by « Mujefty, with
Povwers. as fﬁﬁy and amply to all Intents and

Purpofes whatfoever, as-the'Gourts of King's-
Bench, Common Pleas and Exchequer,. within -

his Majefty’s Kingdom of England have, or
cught to have? . .. .
L i PR » ) lrour

v
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Your Excellency will allow your Petitioners, -

~with due Submiffion to repeat, that this Efta-
. blifament appears to them pregnant with fuch
fatal Evils, as that the moft diftant thought of

its taking Effed, fills their Minds with Dread

. and Herror.

‘Thefe 8ir, are the Sentiments and Apprc-

"henfions of - this Metropolis : Exprefled how-

ever, with due Defference to the Sentiments of

 the Province;, ‘with which your Petitioners are
~ anxioufly follicitous of being made acquainted.

"It is therefore their earneft and humble

-Requett, that yourExcellency would be pleafed
.to allow the General Affembly to meet art the
~Time to which it now ftands prorogued ; in
. order, that in that Conffitutional Body, with
“Whom it is to inquire into Grievances and

Redrefs them, the joint Wifdom of the Pro-

.vince may be employed, in deliberating and
. determining on a Maiter fo Aimportant and
alarming. | ,

€ (NeIv.)
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: TthOVERNOR ’s. ANSW@R to tbc
forcgomg PETITI@N

Gan«rwmzn,

T HE Royal Charter re_/ér've.r to the Go'vernor
Sull Power and Authority, from time to
timé, as be foall judge -necefary, to adyour;:,

A pro#ogm' and 4 ]o&w the Gcneml Jjém b..

I the Emﬁwyﬁ qf this Power, both a3 to
Fome ond Place, I boue always been governsd
& a Regardto bis Majefty's Scr'vwe-and to the
Iutargﬂ of the Proviumce.. -

* Tt did not appear to me mcg'mry for {baj;’:
Purpofes that the Affembly fhould meet af the
Time to which it now flands prorogued, and,
before I was zqformed qf your Addrefs, Thad
determined to prarogue it to a further’ ‘sze. !

“The Reafons which  you bave advauced baw .
’tw? attered my Opinion. .

-

If, notwithflanding, in Compliance 'wz'tla your
Petition, I fhould alter my Determination and
meet the Affembly, contrary to my own 7udg-
ment, at ﬁ; Time as you judge neceffary, I
Jbould, in Effel?, yicld to you the Exercife of
that Part of the Prerogative, and fhould be

‘unable to juftify my Conduct to the King.
There
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There would, moreover, be danger of encou-
raging the Inbabitants of the other Towns in the
Province to affemble, from time to time, in order.
to confider of the Neceffity or Expediency of a
Seffion of the General A(fembly, or to debate and
tranfalt other Matters which the Law that

authorizes Towns to affemble does not make the
Bufinefs of a Town-Meeting.

T. HUTCHINSON,

Province-Houfe, Nov. 2. 1772.
To the Inhabitants of the Town
of Bofton in Town-Meeting
affembled at Faneuil-Hall.

This Reply having been read feveral Times
and duly confidered ; it was moved, and the
Queftion accordingly put—Whether the fame
be Satisfactory to the Town, which pafled in
the Negative, Nem. Con.

And thereupon RESOLVED as the Opinion
of the Inhabitants of this Town, That they
have, ever had, and ought to have, a Right to
Petition the King or his Reprefentative for the
Redrefs of fuch Grievances as they feel, or for
preventing of fuch as they have Reafon to
apprehend ; and to Communicate their Senti-
ments to other Towns.

Attefl.
WiLriam Coorkr, Town-Clerk.
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